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Readings: Fifth Sunday of Easter | USCCB 

 

Love one another… yep… heard that before... 

  I’d like to take a risk in today’s mystagogical class. I’d like to 

reflect on the commandment to love one another.  

Why is that a risk? No, not because it is hard to love others, if you 

are a Christian, it is not difficult… and if it is difficult for you, then you 

are not doing it right…  

It is a risk because it is something that is spoken about so much 

and so often, that by now it feels like we’ve heard it all, and the risk is 

tuning out all the repeat info and it not really effecting us.  

So first, to avoid repeating what you’ve heard before many times, I 

want to get a feel of the room to see what you already know.  

Raise you hand if you have heard any of the following: 

• God is love 

• Love is to will the good of the other 

• Jesus is the visible image of God’s love 

• To love one another as Jesus loves us is the fundamental 

Christian principal 

• There are three typical levels of love: eros, philos and agape, 

and agape, or sacrificial love is the highest form of love 

• Only the love of God can overcome sinful human condition and 

foster culture of life where peace and order in society can be 

reordered towards the common good 

• The measure of love is to love without measure 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/051522.cfm
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• The lack of love is the highest form of poverty 

  Well… looks like you have heard it all before. Great! Well then, 

nothing new to say… so just love one another and let’s call it a day. 

 Oh wait… I’ve got two more based on today’s gospel… we will do 

these as truth or false… 

• T or F, today we heard Jesus say that we should love one 

another, which means everyone, regardless of who we are, 

where we came from, our faith or lack-there-of… FALSE 

• T or F, today yes, Jesus commands that we love one another, but 

the other is very specific… it does NOT mean everyone, rather, 

Jesus’s commandment only applies to other Christians… love 

other Christian…. TRUE 

Uuuuu… what? Did I pique your interest? Have you heard that 

before? Doesn’t sound right, does it? Jesus is supposed to be all 

inclusive as should we… why would the commandment be only for a 

selective group of people? Alas, it is true…  

 So, since it seems like that is something most of you have never 

heard before, now we know what we are going to preach on today! Love 

one another, as long as that other is a Christian. 

 To get to what that means and why Jesus commands this, we will 

need to take a couple of refresher detours for context… yes things 

you’ve all heard before so just bear with me… 

 The gospel of today is part of what is called the Last Discourse, 

the pep talk Jesus gave his disciples after dinner on the night of the Last 

Supper, before his arrest, death, resurrection, and ascension, and the 
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gospel narrates this scene in a way that parallel the establishment of the 

covenant in exodus.  

 In exodus, people experienced the effects of sin through slavery, 

called out to the gods of deliverance, and the one true God began to 

reveal himself to them through Moses and freed them from slavery as 

they exited (exodus) Egypt towards the freedom they desired. 

That exodus began with a Passover meal, then in the desert, God 

gave them the ten commandments on tables to follow, and people 

following the commandments would mean they were in 

relationship/covenant with God. As a result, God would guide them 

towards the freedom they desired. The emphasis on commandments was 

so great, by the time of Jesus they had 613 of them, some which Jesus 

criticizes, others, like today’s, which he upholds. Leviticus 19:18 “you 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  

You might wonder, well wait a minute… if this command was 

given long ago, why would Jesus repeat it and say it’s new? Because 

while everyone certainly does have the love their neighbor, we are not so 

good at it. People kept breaking the commands, or using them to 

discriminate against their neighbor instead of loving them. We can easily 

love someone, just as easily as we can hate them. Something was 

missing, a commandment written in stone was not enough.  

Then comes the prophet Jeremiah has a dream about what was 

missing: (31:31-34)  

“see, days are coming when I will make a new covenant…  It 

will not be a covenant I made with the ancestors the day I 
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took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt. 

They broke my covenant, though I was their master. But this 

covenant I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days. I will place my law within them, and write it upon their 

hearts; I will be their God, and they shall be my people… 

Everyone, from least to greatest, shall know me, for I will 

forgive their iniquity and no longer remember their sin.” 

They realized the problem went deeper, it was a problem of the 

heart, of a wounded psyche, of the soul… and no external law, no matter 

how moral or pius, could fix that. 

Let’s take all of this backdrop now and apply it to what Jesus is 

doing in the gospel and we can see the parallels: Jesus is about to 

undergo his own exodus from slavery to freedom, so he has a meal with 

them, and then gives them a new commandment which seems like just a 

repeat from Leviticus: to love one another… but this time, it is not a 

repeat, it is new, because he says they are to love the way he loves, 

which is very different than human love, and the only way they will be 

able to love like Jesus is because Jesus himself will give them, in their 

hearts, the grace to love like God. In this way, Jesus here is beginning 

the new covenant, where through baptism people receive the law of 

God’s love not in external tablets, but in the soul, a love that can actually 

do what love is meat to do, save and bring freedom for others. 

This is divine love, very different from human love. Human love is 

affective, anyone can give and receive affection, just as easily anyone 

can take it away. Divine love is both affective, and effective. It is 
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affective because as humans we need that level of emotional experience. 

But it is also effective in that only divine love can bring freedom to the 

human heart, what we call salvation.  

For Jesus, salvific love is a gift from God he is giving to anyone 

willing to accept it, and those who do accept it, now live in the new 

covenant, in a new relationship with God. Later in John 15:9 he will say 

to them “as the father loves me, so I also love you… remain in my 

love… and if you keep my commandments, you will remain in my 

love.” Jesus was adamant about the need for Christians to remain close 

to the covenant… why? 

Because soon he would be with them no more. Now we can 

finally answer our question: why does Jesus commands we focus on 

loving other Christians? Why is Jesus being preferential? 

If Jesus came to bring God’s saving love in the world, but he 

would soon be gone, there needed to be a way for people to continually 

receive God’s saving love after he was gone.   

That is where the command comes in, that it is meant to do, but it 

can only happen within the Christian community. How so? 

You cannot give what you don’t have. You cannot give the love of 

God if you have not received it. Thus, only a Christian can love with the 

love of God, and when the Christian community loves each other with 

this love, what others see in them is the very manifestation of the saving 

love of God. That is why Jesus, and scripture, prioritizes the love within 

the family of faith.  
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For example, in the first letter of John 3:14, which is a reflection 

on this commandment, the writer speaks to his fellow Christians and 

says “do not be amazed, then, brothers, if the world hates you… we 

know that we have passed from death to life because we love our 

brothers... whoever does not love remains in death.”  

At the end of John’s gospel, it says “so the word spread among the 

brothers that the disciples would not die…” Jesus emphasizes the life 

that comes from faith: “unless you eat the flesh of the son of Man you 

have no life in you.”  

Yes, God loves all, but only those who accept God’s love are 

called his own, his children. In John’s gospel, God is a Father only to 

those who believe in His Son and are made God’s children through the 

Spirit in Baptism, precisely so that others may come to see God’s divine 

love through them.  

So it sounds exclusive at first, but really it is inclusive, it is the way 

for God’s love to be present on earth now that Jesus is with us no more.  

This makes Jesus’s command to love other Christians they key to 

the mission of the church, the reason the command begins in the home, 

within the Christian community.  

That’s the point of this command, summed up in the last line of 

today’s gospel: “this is how all will know that you are my disciples, if 

you have love for one another.” The more two Christians are able to love 

each other, the more evident the love in them will be to everyone else, 

and the more likely people will want to be in that divine love. 
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If I am an outsider seeking salvation, seeking God, and if I am 

intrigued about the newness of the love that Jesus seems to, but then I 

see how two Christians who claim to have received that love of God go 

at each other, then no thank you! There is no new love there, it’s all 

human, it’s all the same, I’ll keep searching.  

I think one of the big reasons people leave the church today is this: 

they just don’t experience God’s love within the community.  If we 

make it a priority to love other Christians the way Jesus loves us, it will 

be inevitable that people will take notice. It is important to make 

Christian unity a priority in our mission as evangelizers. 

Later in chapter 17:23, Jesus prays to the father the following: “I 

pray not only for them, but also for those who will believe in me 

through their word… that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in 

me and I in you, that they also may be in us, that the world may believe 

that you sent me… I in them and you in me, that they may be brought to 

perfection as one, that the world may know that you sent me, and that 

you loved them even as you loved me.” 

Talking about love is a risk… not much new has been said that 

hasn’t already been said, so much that we blend human and divine love 

as if they were one in the same. Anyone can talk about loving one 

another, anyone can love one another… but only a Christian community 

can love with divine love, and if divine love is ever present, then like 

Jesus, to love each other in faith will always be new to those who 

experience it. 


